hs by STEVE JONES

Photogr.

.,.:p,f_* ﬁil‘.‘“ Il-“’ ,Gg; "; ﬂ .._.} {I: X
ﬁ ista Waldrop of her fathur
herou ide ranearly

"ll"-'-r

cmpltt&dp j“‘)rﬁ' o

G

.1,,|_|t

.
iy & EF i
% 3 -
'y |;l n
- a
e | L
s o L )
- y - . .
Y - -
3 2
B L. s
. e 1 ._
i t - e
- 19§ 4 -~
.
i - P
. L - o
-
V I-’"
L} - L
- F § L
I-‘ [}

SHELTER

After putting up a cottaqge for his daughter, born with Down syndrome,
Harold Waldrop found a new mission: building homes for the poor
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finishing Krista's house—a two-story

pine cottage that sits about 100 feet
from Waldrop’s own—he decided to
[adison County s

whose shacks and trailers dot

help M s poorest inhab-
itants,
the countryside. Using volunteer labor
and donated materials, Waldrop—who
calls his program Krista’s Kottages—
has built homes for 20 families, all of
whom earn less than $1,000 a year and

For more on Krista's Kottages go to
www.people.com/magazine or AOL (Keyword: People)

pav a token monthly cost.

“IHe made me famous,” Jokes Krista,
[ get to do all the ribbon cut-
In fact, Krista, who attended
mainstream school and volunteers at a
nursing home, helps homeowners pick
out curtains and furniture for the cot-
tages, which come equipped with
appliances and a water heater, A spifty

now 32.
Lings.”

home was adream come true
for Willie Jackson, who, at 64,
wias raising two teenage
grandsons in a barely habit-
able trailer, 1 always dreamed
of having a house with an
upstairs but never thought
['d get one,” says Jackson,
whose new house sits on two
acres her family acquired after
the Civil War. “This is the
best thing that's ever hap-
pened to me.”
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Hurricane Katrina took a toll on Wal-
drop’s efforts, damaging several cot-
tages while diverting volunteers. For
now, he’s focused on making repairs
and may even get around to a home-
improvement project of hisown. “The
roof of my house caught it in the storm,”
he says with a chuckle. “Maybe I'll catch
up by summer.” ®
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